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Questions and Answers to Help You Plan Your Vermont Wedding

1. Who can get married in Vermont?

Two people who are each at |least 18 years old can obtain a civil marriage in Vermont. If you are at least 16,
but under 18, you will need the written consent of a parent or guardian to obtain a marriage license. There
is an affidavit on the back of the marriage license that can be used for this purpose. By Vermont law, no one
under the age of 16 may marry in Vermont.

2. Are there any other marriage restrictions?

Anyone under guardianship cannot marry without the guardian’s written consent. Vermont also does not
allow marriage between most close relatives. You cannot marry a parent, grandparent, sister, brother, child,
grandchild, niece, nephew, aunt or uncle. You cannot marry if either of you is currently married to someone

else, or if either of you is joined in a civil union to someone else. The law requires that both parties be of
sound mind.

3. Do we need a marriage license? Do we need blood tests?

You will need a license, but you do not need blood tests, and there is no waiting period.

4. Where do we get a marriage license and how much does it cost?

Licenses are issued by Vermont town clerks and cost $60. If both parties are Vermont residents, you may go
to the town clerk in either of your towns of residence. If just one of you resides in a Vermont town, you
must buy the license in that town. The license is valid for 60 days from the date it is issued. During that time
an authorized person must perform your wedding ceremony — otherwise, the license is void.

5. What if we are not Vermont residents?

If neither party is a Vermont resident, you may get the license frem any town clerk in the state.

6. What information must we provide to get a marriage license?

Besides basic information about yourselves (names, towns of residence, places and dates of birth}, you must
also provide your parents’ names, including your mothers’ birth (maiden} names, and their places of birth.
Certified copies of your birth certificates can supply most of this information. You will also be asked to
provide the number of previous marriages and civil unions, and how and when they ended. This information
is confidential and does not become part of the marriage certificate. Vermont law requires that both parties
sign the application certifying the accuracy of the information you provided. The town clerk will review the
application to confirm that the information provided does not indicate that you are prohibited from
marrying in Vermont and that both of you have signed the application. The town clerk will then issue a
license if at least one of you has signed the license in front of the clerk.

7. What if either of us were married or in a civil union before?

If your husband, wife or civil union partner has died, you are free to marry. The clerk will ask the date your
spouse or civil union partner died. If you are divorced, you may remarry after the date on which your
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